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presents…

A ‘Reader Meets Author’ Event on 

FOUCAULT’S FUTURES
By Penelope Deutscher (Philosophy, Northwestern University) 

Monday June 26, 12:00-2:00pm, Morven Brown 209

Please join UNSW’s Biopolitics Workshop for a discussion of Foucault’s Futures: A Critique of Reproductive 

Reason with Penelope Deutscher. In this book, Deutscher reconsiders the role of procreation in Foucault’s 

thought, especially its proximity to risk, mortality, and death. She brings together his work on sexuality and 

biopolitics to challenge our understanding of the politicization of reproduction. By analyzing Foucault’s 

contribution to the politics of maternity and its influence on the work of thinkers such as Roberto Esposito, 
Giorgio Agamben, and Judith Butler, Deutscher provides new insights into the conflicted political status of 
reproductive conduct and what it means for feminism and critical theory.

We are currently seeking discussants for this event. The first two discussants will receive a free paperback 
copy of the book. A PDF of the text will be made available to all other registered participants. To register and/or 

volunteer to be a discussant, please email tristan.bradshaw@u.northwestern.edu

This event will be accompanied by a one-off reading group to discuss the book. Please send expressions of 

interest for the reading group to tristan.bradshaw@u.northwestern.edu. We will likely hold the reading group in 

the week of June 19, but we will make a time to accommodate all interested parties so please contact us about 

your interest to participate first.

Penelope Deutscher is Joan and Sarepta Harrison Professor in Philosophy at Northwestern University. She 

has published widely on feminist and continental philosophy including her books Yielding Gender (1997), A 

Politics of Impossible Difference (2003), The Philosophy of Simone de Beauvoir (2008), and How to Read 

Derrida (2012). She has also recently co-edited two volumes, Foucault/Derrida Fifty Years Later (2016) and 

Critical Theory in Critical Times (2017), both with Columbia University Press. 
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